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Manhattan Transfer founder Erin Dickins Launches New CD
“Java Jive – Jazz for Foodies”
at 

Germano’s PIATTINI in Baltimore

A Rare All-inclusive Evening of Music and Cuisine

Saturday, March 29, 2014 – 6:00 p.m.

Philadelphia, PA (January 3, 2014) – Food and wine pairings are common, but award-winning jazz vocalist and founding member of The Manhattan Transfer, Erin Dickins, has a whole new formula for pairings … great food and jazz! Her new solo album, being released in mid-March, 2014 is entitled “Java Jive—Jazz for Foodies” (Dot Time Records). It will be launched on Saturday, March 29 at 6:00 p.m. with a live performance and an evening of music and cuisine at Germano’s PIATTINI in Baltimore’s Little Italy at 300 S High St. An all-inclusive celebration, the ticket includes food, wine, music, tax and gratuity. As passionate about cooking as she is about music, Dickins includes a 32-page color booklet of her favorite recipes, paired appropriately for each song. 
At Germano’s, the evening’s menu will be created by Dickins and presented by Chef/owner Germano Fabiani and his staff.  She will be available to discuss the offerings and suitable wine pairings before launching into a set of jazz tunes from “Java Jive.” Dickins will be accompanied by the incomparable Stef Scaggiari on piano. Tickets are $75 and can be ordered by calling  (410) 752-4515 or visiting www. http://germanospiattini.com/events. 
Dickins looks forward to her evening at Germano’s and the launch of her new CD. She said, “This CD is more than making music. To me, it’s about combining my love for jazz with my passion for cuisine.  Inspired by the various tracks on my album, I had so much fun selecting some of my favorite recipes to pair with the music. Plus, I’ve added lots of stories about my experiences in music and cooking. It’s amazing how much they are intertwined.”  Dickins is proud to announce another birth that will soon follow the launch of the CD – a new line of herbal seasoning salts called “Sizzle and Swing”. 
Recording the title song - Java Jive - was an extraordinary experience for Dickins as she returns to her roots with a remake of this original Ink Spots’ hit, which she first recorded on the Manhattan Transfer album, Jukin’.  The song brought together a vocal reunion of the three male members of the original Manhattan Transfer -- her longtime friends Tim Hauser, Marty Nelson and Gene Pistilli – who sang back-up vocals for the track. Hauser, still recording and performing with the current Manhattan Transfer, said after recording with her again, “I’ve known Erin since 1969, she’s a great singer, and I've always loved that she sings from her heart.”
Dickins has had the kind of career singers dream about. After founding and singing ensemble music with The Manhattan Transfer for five years, she continued to expand her musical horizons, emerging as one of the top recording studio singers in New York.  Dickins performed, toured and recorded with such notable artists as Bette Midler, James Taylor, The Talking Heads, James Brown, Barry Manilow, Leonard Cohen, Jaco Pastorius and Ashford & Simpson, to name but a few.  Dickins continues to perform and record, enchanting audiences throughout the world.

 Dickins is no newcomer to the food world. She studied at the New York Restaurant School and spent many years self-studying Escoffier’s basics. She was an active member of Les Amis du Vin in New York City, and in 1978, started a restaurant in Manhattan called “Possible 20” with a consortium comprised of 20 world-class recording musicians.  “Possible 20” quickly became the hang-out for the entire New York recording and theatre scenes. Dickins also managed and chef-ed at “Jose Sent Me” – a Tex-Mex café founded by the same consortium.

 “Java Jive” will be available starting March 20, 2014 at www.dottimerecords.com, Amazon.com and iTunes. For more information about Dickins, visit www.ErinDickins.com. 
About Germano’s PIATTINI:

Germano Fabiani and his wife Cyd Wolf have sparked a renaissance in Little Italy with their newest venture, Germano’s PIATTINI (small plates), a contemporary Italian kitchen and bar with a small plates and paired brews menu that excites the palate and offers something for every taste. They have partnered with Donald Kennedy, General Manager and Artistic Director, who shares Germano’s passion for promoting the flavors and culture—both the tradition and the modernity of his native Tuscany, the very heart of Italy. With creativity and ingenuity, this team has taken the best of the past and turned the 200 year old structure into a contemporary yet charming restaurant with its exciting new menu and upstairs cabaret (in speakeasy fashion) that has revitalized Baltimore’s Little Italy along with the artists and patrons of the arts who call it their terzo.

For information about Germano’s and reservations, please visit www.germanospiatinni.com  or call (410) 752-4515.
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